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Dog Days of Summer are  

Here to Stay 

é..and We are Thrilled!! 

Alright, so maybe we wouldnôt be so thrilled if it meant a continuation of the July to 

September heat spell that Dog Days usually mean, when the Dog Star Siruis coincidently rises and sets in   

conjunction with the Sun.  The Ancients believed that this pairing added to the extra heat during that period of 

the summer.  It is also usually considered a time when things go stagnant and no progress is made.               

Not for us!!!  To us, the Dog Days of Summer mean an opportunity to honor our canine friends, as we assume 

management of the Schuyler County Dog Shelter.  Our 

first day was August 1st and things have been anything 

but stagnant.  With help from the county, particularly 

Butch Wood, the shelter has been freshly painted.     

Volunteers have scrubbed, cleaned and manned it until 

we could hire an animal care associate.  Sandi Pappas of 

Chesapeake Bay Retriever rescue has been training dog 

walkers.  Special thanks to Renee Hatch, Georgie and 

Mark Taylor, Mike Oppenheim, and Perry McGee for 

animal care, outfitting the shelter, and in general making 

the transition appear seamless. 

We were fortunate to find and hire experienced Vet 

Tech, Lisa Field to take on the day to day responsibili-

ties at the shelter.  Retired ACO Bill Everett has also 

been hired to round out the shelter staff.   

Since August, we have averaged about 10 dogs at any 

one time in the Shelter, and have already had four    

adoptionsðBennie, Duke, Sadie and Peanut.   

(Clockwise)             Shelter with a  Face Lift   

     Renee Hatch (ACO) with Bennie and Lisa Field with Duke 

Dr. Mike and  Perry micro-chipping Sadie, our first shelter dog 



Fostering means opening your home to temporarily house, care for, train and love a cat, kitten, dog or puppy 

until he can be adopted into a forever home.  Animal shelters and rescues would be in sorry shape without a 

dedicated core of foster families.  There are far too many homeless animals and too few shelter spaces for 

them all.  More importantly, no matter how good a shelter is, an animal in foster care has a better chance of 

getting exposure to different aspects of family life that will make a transition into a new home easier.   

While feed and care is important, a foster parentôs bigger role is to help us determine a good adoption home fit.  

Is your foster baby shy or bold?  Plays well with others? or wants to be the pampered baby? Needs a quiet or 

lively home?  Needs specialized care? ééé.. All things we learn from you to help us to pick a perfect home. 

Calling all FostersðGive a Second Chance 
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Please consider becoming a foster parent to a dog 

or cat in the care of the Humane Society.  If you 

are willing to give love and time, please call us at 

594-2255.   

Seeing a cat or dog find a new home because of 

the care you have given it, will be its own reward.   

July also óWent to the Dogsô   

as we held our óDog Wash N Goô 
The weather was great and the traffic 

was steady, with families of dogs   

coming 3 and 4 at a time.  We promptly 

lost count, but it is enough to say that 

Sandi Pappa and assistant Dawn 

Spencer only had a 10 minute break 

during four hours of doggie suds.   

 

As always, Sandi brings a wealth of 

grooming experience to share with   

parents of those getting a bath.  It is a 

treat to listen and learn.   

A steady stream of doggies got a scrub a dub.  Thanks to Connie Fern 

Miller for offering her house and yard again this year.  And some 

things donôt change.  Most of us were still able to spend a good por-

tion of our volunteer time eating and being the welcoming committee 

in and around towel duty.  What a touch afternoon we had! 
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Calendar  

of  

Events   

 

Memorial Donations have been made to the  

Humane Society of Schuyler County for the following  

 

Beloved friends of animals: 

Helen Conklin          Jim Nash           Jeff Healy 

Maryanna Perry      Patricia Elizabeth Dempsey Loid 

 

Beloved animal companions: 

Jack          Sierra          Carbon 

Wags to Riches Thrift Shop has Moved 

Due to water damage, Wags to Riches has moved 

down the street to 29 N. Franklin in Watkins Glen.  

Look for us diagonally across the street from the   

Harbor Hotel parking lot and from the Visitor Center.  

Fall and Winter clothing is now on the racks, so if you 

havenôt been to see us lately, please check out our new 

assortments.   Thank you for your patronage.  You are 

making our store a success and ensuring a steady    

income for our programs.  Hours are 1-5 on Thursday 

and Sunday, 10 to 5 Friday and Saturday, 10 to 2 on  

Monday or by chance.   

If you are interested in donating please call 594-2255.   

Volunteers are needed and welcome.   

OCTOBER ðAdopt a Shelter Dog Month (Visit us on Van Zandt Rd 10-1, Saturdays) 

 

NOVEMBER  ð- Wags to Riches Fashion Show ð- Date and time to be announced.  

NOVEMBER  ð- Adopt a Senior Pet Month  

 

DECEMBER  ð- Photoôs with Santa at the Ithaca and Horseheads Petsmart Stores 

and also Photos with Santa and pet gift opportunities at Wags to Riches.   
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What else have we been doing all Summer? 

Cans for Cats held on May 16th was amazing.  Folks must have saved cans all 

winter because they came in droves.  Eleven volunteers sorted from 9 in the 

morning till almost 2 in the afternoon, well past the noon end time, because      

donations were so steady.  Although most of us never wanted to see another can 

in our lives after that, this event raised 1000.00 for spay/neuter services for dogs 

and cats in Schuyler County.   

Spring Can drive aches, pains and allergies apparently subsided by our Fall Can 

drive on September 19th, as most of the same crew came right back to do it again.  

We havenôt heard the final Fall tally yet, but however much, this will be the      

biggest can drive ever.  The need for spay/neuter services hasnôt slowed down, so 

this is a welcome and easy fundraiser for us.  Help us celebrate 5000 spays and 

neuters of Schuyler County animals at our spay/neuter clinics since 2001 by    

saving your cans for next year.   Special thanks to everyone at Wrightôs Beverage 

for being so helpful and supportive.  They truly support our community.   

 Montour Falls Firemanôs Parade 

Plenty of supporters turned out to march in the Montour 

Falls Firemanôs parade on June 6th.  It was still hot, our 

candy supplies still managed to run out before the end of 

the route, but we certainly looked a more coordinated 

bunch thanks to colorful t-shirts and flower garlands.   

 

The HSSC Tuxedo made itôs debut as float, before         

appearing as cardboard boat on the following weekend.   

PetsMart  

Adoption Days 

May  also  meant participating in a three 

day adoption event at both the Horseheads 

and Ithaca stores.  

These events are important, both to give 

added exposure to our organization, but 

also to promote the great cats and kittens 

we have available for adoption.   

Even more important, is the time people 

give the rest of the year to stop in and give 

some quality time to our cats and kittens in 

PetsMartôs care.   If you can give even an 

hour here and there to keep our kitties   

company, it would be greatly appreciated.  

Contact us at 594-2255 to volunteer.   

Al Thurman 

Memorial 

Garden 
 

The spay/neuter 

clinic at CR 10 now 

sports the start of a 

garden dedicated to 

the memory of our 

friend Al Thurman, 

who passed away 

unexpectedly in 2007. He was a great friend of the Humane   

Society ð our Mr. Fixit and chief laundry officer after each and 

every spay/neuter clinic.  Most of us will forever associate him 

with kitty Mrs. Beasley and the fact that Al thought she had 

óangel wing earsô. 

Thanks to everyone who donated plants, weeded and mulched.  
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 Watkins Glen Cardboard Boat Race June 16 

As Pixie said after yet another rain shower-----"CATS DON'T 

LIKE WATER"----although this cat and crew did much better 

than her handlers. 

Wayde, Kristin and Caitlyn Whittaker pulled quickly away from 

launch in a pouring rain, while their competitors immediately 

sank.  Pixie Senesec and Bob Grotke can be seen below trying to 

tape the head on prior to towing the HSSC Tuxedo in the parade, 

while some kind soul holds an extra umbrella to keep her dry.    

Diana and Misha Kreutzer did a great job of painting, while 

Mark Hassan and Al Foote made our taped and painted beauty 

impervious to water.    Tuxedo cat was so well made, she went 

home dry while the rest of us were soaked down to our skivvies.  

Which shows once again, how wonderful our volunteers are.   

July23rd HSSC Picnic 

Our picnic in July is one of the few times 

our volunteers arenôt working hard to 

make an event succeed, but is rather one 

where we can relax and celebrate our  

accomplishments.  This picnic was     

special in that President Georgie Taylor 

was able to announce a long awaited goal  

ð that of assuming management of the 

Schuyler County Dog Shelter.   

August 22nd 

Kitten Day 
 

Kittens, kittens  

everywhere with no 

end in sight, so Diana 

and Misha Kreutzer 

organized an August 

22nd Kitten adoption 

day, held at the 

PetsMart store in 

Ithaca NY.   

 

It was a great success, 

with 11 kittens having 

found new homes by 

days end.   

July  18-19th Wine Festival 

We had a marvelous opportunity in being 

chosen as the charity manning the     

Welcome Tent at the Wine Festival held 

at the Watkins Glen International Race 

Track.  Volunteers sold raffle tickets for 

donated baskets, earning us a whopping 

1651.00 in fund raising dollars.   


